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I would like to welcome Colin Foxall to the Council. Colin 
was elected  uncontested on 12th January. You can find 
out more about Colin on page 2 of this Newsletter.  I am 
sure he will be a valuable member of the Town Council.  

The Neighbourhood Development Plan team has reviewed 
the responses made to the consultation before Christmas 
and is now preparing a final version of the Plan. When this 
has been approved by the Town Council it will be         
submitted to the District Council for them to publish (for 
further consultation) prior to its independent examination,     
finalisation and local referendum.  
The consultation responses included suggestions from a 
couple of developers for further housing sites (in addition 
to the development on Horcott Road already under       
appeal) with total capacity of over 400 houses. It is, 
therefore, vitally important that we have as much             
evidence as possible to show the appeal Inspector,     
Cotswold District Council and the independent Examiner 
the level of support for the Neighbourhood Planôs more 
limited proposals, ensuring that the necessary               
infrastructure is in place for any further growth.  
Details of the draft Neighbourhood Plan and a response 
form can be found on the Councilôs website at:  
www.fairfordtowncouncil.gov.uk/neighbourhood-
development-plan 
Please could you complete and return this by 
Wednesday 1st February if possible. 
We would also ask that you write to CDC showing your 
support for the final version of the Plan when it is        
published ï We will let you know when this is. 
 
Once again, I would like to thank the members of the 
Steering Group for giving up their time and for their hard 
work in producing this important document.   
 
Community Speed Watch is up and running , you can find 
further information inside this Newsletter. Please be aware 
of your speed in and around Fairford.  

Cllr Jennie Sanford, Mayor.  
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The next two Full Town Council Meetings will be on Tuesday 14th  
February and Tuesday 14th March at 7pm in the Barker Room,   
Fairford Community Centre.  

Town Council Meetings 

NEW COUNCILLOR - Colin Foxall CBE fairford@foxestwo.co.uk 

I have had a very varied career. For the first half I was a senior civil 
servant working with Ministers running a self-funding government 
business providing finance and insurance for industry. I worked for a 
while in Brussels and saw the EU from the inside! Leaving the public 
sector I led a government department into the private sector and went 
on to be vice-chairman of a growing international finance business in 
Amsterdam. Since then I have had non-executive roles in the City, and 
re-joining the public sector have been member of the British Transport 
Police Board and the Chairman of The Governmentôs first passenger 
and transport consumer body, which I helped set up and that now acts 
as the voice of transport users for rail and bus passengers. 

The range of things I have done has brought me into touch with a wide 
range of industries and people. Throughout I have always been       
passionate about listening to the customers or users of the              
organisations I have been involved with and keeping them our focus 
and at the centre of what we did. I hope that Fairford Town Council 
may find my experience of use.  

What do I want to achieve? Fairford has plenty of  
challenges, but to start I would like support the town 
having  a strong voice on matters like planning for new 
developments and to try to help ensure that they keep 
more in line with our services. I feel lucky to live in 
Fairford and we need to look after its heritage, but I 
also hope we can also see that it doesnôt gradually    
decline and that we gain rather than lose more      
businesses or facilities so that this remains a good 
place to live for the future.ò 

Council News 
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Community Update 

BANKING SERVICES IN FAIRFORD 

Following the closure of the Lloyds Bank branch in Fairford, Lloyds Bank 
will be investing in a mobile branch to help customers in more rural 
communities. It is planned to introduce a shared service between    
Fairford and Highworth starting at the beginning of April. The new    
mobile bank will visit Fairford for limited hours (see below) and will be 
parked in the Market Place. It will have disabled access and a hearing 
loop. Personal customers will be able to use this mobile branch to make 
deposits, withdraw cash and pay bills. Staff in the mobile branch will   
also help customers to use online banking and to make general account 
enquiries. Business customers will also have access to basic services 
such as making deposits and withdrawing cash. 

Monday:  1.00pm ï 2.15pm 

Wednesday: 9.30am ï 11.00am       

Friday:  9.30am ï 11.15am 

COMMUNITY SPEED WATCH 

Following a meeting of the newly formed Fairford Community Speed 
Watch (CSW) at the beginning of January, nearly 30 volunteers signed 
up to cover the monitoring of vehicle speeds in Fairford, Honeycombe 
Leaze and Quenington. The aim of the CSW volunteers is to encourage 
drivers to become more aware of the speed they are travelling and 
slow down.  Whilst the volunteers have no powers to sanction a prose-
cution, details of any vehicle exceeding the designated speed limit will 
be passed to Glos Constabulary, who may target persistent offenders. 
The CSW    volunteers will be out and about regularly from now on to 
check on speeding on our roads. If you would like to join the CSW 
team, please contact Cllr Chris Roberts on 01285 712150 or 
chris@cotswoldwireless.co.uk.  

THAMES WATER 

Thames Water did some useful work in December on the road drains 
and sewer network in Fairford. They identified a blocked drain in East 
End which was unable to discharge into the Court Brook. The drain and 
the Court Brook have since been cleared. It is hoped that this work will 
stop East End properties being flooded in future. Thames Water also 
identified other issues like tree roots in drains. They will share their full 
findings with Fairford Town Council and plan to do further surveys to 
improve the network. Anyone experiencing sewerage flooding should 
contact Thames Water directly on their 0800 316 9800 help line. This 
is so that Thames Water can arrange for immediate help. After the 
event please let the Town Council know what the issue was and how 
Thames Water helped so we can escalate if needed. 
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Fairford Hospital League of Friends 

House-to-House 2017 Dates 

The League of Friends House-to-House fund raising 
event will take place from Monday 27th March to Mon-
day 10th April 2017.   Our thanks to all our      existing 
volunteer co-ordinators and collectors.   With the new      
housing in both Fairford and Lechlade, we urgently 
need more volunteer collectors.    

If you can spare sometime to deliver and collect the envelopes, please 
get in touch with the League Administrator,  Christine Barker, contact 
details below.   

If you need further information about The League of Friends please 
contact Christine Barker on: 07767 408409 or 
email:fairford.lof@hotmail.co.uk. 

Your continued support is very much appreciated. 

Graham Hewitt, Chairman 

Fairford History Society 

People 
A presentation by Edwin Cuss on local characters from the past. 

Thursday 16th Feb, 10.00am at Fairford Community Centre. 

Stonehenge 
An alternative view of purpose by Sarah Ewbank. 

Thursday 16th March, 7.30pm at Fairford Community Centre 

 

Membership Ã5.  Visitors Ã3 

For further information, contact Alison on 01285 711768 or email:  

enquiry@fairfordhistory.org.uk or visit www.fairfordhistory.org.uk  

The Town Council would like to thank Tom Paton and Pete 
Nicholls for giving up their time and equipment and helping to 
take down the Christmas Tree.  We couldnôt do it without your 

help every year.  Thank you!! 



 

 

Pъѐю 5 FюыћўъћѢ 2017 

Fairford Community Centre 

Thank you for a very special Christmas Day at the Centre. 

We would like offer a very big thank you to Andrea Wilkinson who     
organised this yearôs Christmas Day at the Community Centre for          
residents of Fairford and surrounding villages who would otherwise 
have been spending Christmas Day alone. This year 34 guests and 
helpers sat down to lunch on Christmas Day.  Those without transport 
were collected and brought to the Centre in time for a pre-lunch drink 
of Prosecco and nibbles. 
A great team of volunteers cooked the food at home and brought it to 
the Centre in time for lunch at 1.00pm. After a frantic dishing up and    
pulling of crackers, everyone sat down together to enjoy a traditional 
Christmas dinner of turkey with all the trimmings and a glass of wine. 
This was followed by Christmas pudding and brandy butter, fruit salad 
or mince pies. After coffee and mints, the guests were given a quiz just 
before the Queenôs Speech, which was relayed onto the screen in the 
hall. The party ended with a session of ñpass the parcelò to much 
amusement and everyone went home with a ñgoody bagò containing 
snacks and mince pies for the evening.  

We would also like to give special thanks to everyone in the community 
who donated food/items. The great success of this event was made 
possible by generous donations from Andrew Butler, Fairford Post      
Office, The Bull Hotel, Co-Op, Londis, Chloros Environmental, Fairford 
Town Council and Waitrose as well as individual donors and support 
from the Lady Mico Trust and the League of Friends of Fairford Hospital. 

It was great to see the Centre being used to bring the community      
together at such an important time of year. 

Bookings 

We always welcome new groups and, if you are thinking of starting up 
an activity /class in Fairford or are in need of a venue to hold a private 
function then we would like to hear from you. We have a variety of 
rooms available for hire, each room can be booked by the hour, the day 
or for longer periods. Rates vary from a few Ãs to around Ã14 per hour. 

You are most welcome to call in and look round, any weekday morning.  

If you would like to know more about the Community Centre and would 
like to see what activities are on offer or would like to catch up on all 
the latest news, then please visit our website:  

www.fairfordcommunitycentre.org.  

Call or email the FCC office on:  

01285 711571 bookings@fccentre.co.uk. 
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Fairford Library - 01285 712599   

 

Learn to knit or crochet 
this year 

Knit & Knatter Group 

Will be at the Library on 

 Wednesday 15th February 

at 10.30 am 

  

Open to all ð please come 

 Call 01285 712599 for 
more details 

or ask in the Library 

  

Southern Wye Energy Agency Ltd 

 Ruth Davey from Warm 
and Well 

 Will be talking about 

Saving energy in the home 

Switching energy supplier 

Free home energy visits 

Insulation and other heating 
grants 

Smart meters 

on 

Thursday 23rd February  

From 11.00 am-12.00pm 

Open to all ð no booking required ð 
just come along 

 

Thursday 16th February 

Board Games 

11.00am ï 12 noon 

5 years and over 

Drop In Event 

Stories and an activity every Saturday*  
*(term time only) 

Time:  11:30am ï 12:00pm 

Age:  Suitable for 4 ï 11 years  

This is a free drop-in event. 

 

Monday 13th February 

Crafty Clay Event 

2.30pm ï 3.30pm 

5 years and over 

Bookable Event only 
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Fairford & Lechlade Business Club 

 10TH ANNIVERSARY BUSINESS AWARDS 

By the time you read this, there will be some very proud 
local businesses patting themselves on the back at having 
won a prestigious Award in the Fairford & Lechlade       

Business Club 10th Anniversary Business Awards. The presentations 
were made at a Gala Dinner at the end of January at Cotswold         
Hoburne, South Cerney with BBC Radio Glos Breakfast presenter, Mark 
Cummings acting as compere. The Awards, which were sponsored by 
the Lakes by yoo, Weenie Business Solutions, Moore Allen & Innocent, 
RAFCTE (RIAT), Federation of Small Businesses (FSB), The Railway 
Inn, Fairford, Not Just Bouquets and Paredes Photography, had as their 
media partners Ripples Magazine, Wilts & Glos Standard and Cotswold 
Life. 

As well as the usual Award categories, there was a new category for 
2017: the Bob Warren Hospitality Award which was created in memory 
of the former landlord of the Trout Inn, Lechlade. The five hospitality 
venues that received the most number of votes by 31st December were 
invited to the Awards Dinner to hear who was the overall winner. 

A full list of winners together with photos will be posted on the 
FLBClub website: www.flbc.org.uk and will be featured in local press. 
If you would like to find out more about the Business Club, please con-
tact Chris Roberts on 01285 712150 or admin@flbc.org.uk.  
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